
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
  

“SHOOT LOW, BOYS:  THEY’RE 

RIDING SHETLAND PONIES!”1 
April 21, 2018 

WASHINGTON, DC      ~ Armed Freedom 

Trump’s administration is by far the 

most equine-obsessed since Presi-

dent Andrew Jackson built a horse 

stable on the White House grounds 

to accommodate his horse racing 

thoroughbreds in 1834.   
 

For starters, there’s native Montanan 

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke:  per-

haps the only legitimate horseman of 

the bunch.  Following Trump’s orders 

to reverse Obama’s executive order 

creating the Bears Ears and Grand 

Staircase-Escalante National Monu-

ments and giving those lands Feder-

al protection, he mounted his trusty 

steed and rode to the rescue of 

fracking and mining interests that 

had been discriminated against so 

egregiously by Obama.  Zinke and his 

posse (Ryan’s Raiders) were success-

ful:  2,000,000 acres were restored  
____________ 

1The title of a book by the southern humorist, 

Lewis Grizzard (Ballantine Books, 1987.) 

for the rightful use of mining and 

fracking companies.  Two million 

acres is 85% of the area Obama had 

once protected; it’s an area twice the 

size of Rhode Island and 1.6 times the 

size of the Grand Canyon National 

Park.  Think of how all that wasted 

space will now, thankfully, support 

hundreds of jobs!  Can you say, 

“MAGA!”   
 

Within the Department of the 

Interior, Environmental Protection 

Agency Director, Scott Pruitt has 

been quite effective at implementing 

Trump’s plan to make America great 

again by returning it to the halcyon 

days of ash-raining clouds of smoke 

from coal-fired steel furnaces, Flint-

like water quality, and the charming, 

bucolic ambience of Love Canal.2   
 

Loyally carrying befouled-as-it-is-

with-industrial-waste-toxins-but-

hey-it’s-still-water for Trump, he’s 

even seen to it that the EPA website 

has removed references to climate 

change and much of the science 

supporting it.  Rumor has it that he’s  
______________ 
2Enhanced by the dumping of benzene, 

chloroform, toluene, dioxin, and various kinds 

of PCB by the Hooker Chemical Company, 

many residents in this model planned 

community near Niagara Falls, NY developed 

leukemia and suffered severe birth defects.  

Then New York State Health Commissioner, 

David Axelrod, called it, "a national symbol of 

a failure to exercise a sense of concern for 

future generations." 

currently floating the possibility of a 

name change for the agency he 

directs:  keep the acronym EPA, but 

make it the Environmental Persecu-

tion  Agency. 
 

Effective though he is, Pruitt’s 

champagne tastes have created  

enough hot blowback to create 

another hole in the ozone layer.  So, 

he followed the lead of his boss, 

Zinke, and mounted up in an effort to 

convince the public that his days of 

flying 1st class from DC to NYC for 

$1,641 are behind him.  
 

For some critics, that wasn’t enough.  

So, early yesterday, Pruitt left his 

$43,000 Cone of Silence, aka “privacy 

booth,” to speak to reporters directly 

at the White House press briefing.  
 

“The public needs to understand that 

frugality is the new watchword at the 

EPA.  That’s why we’re cutting the  
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EPA budget by 23% and will be 

eliminating 3,200 jobs in FY 2019.  

Also, I will henceforth be flying only 

Economy Class on Southwest 

Airlines; and I will make sure my 

flights are booked solely on older 

Boeing 737/700 series aircraft.  I will 

also relinquish the convenience of a 

seat on the aisle for one next to the 

window where, because of the 

fatigue my schedule creates, I may 

lean my head.” 

A reporter then said he was remind-

ed of the old adage, “You can soar 

with the eagles but weasels don’t get 

sucked into jet engines.” He  

continued, snarking, “Mr. Secretary, 

does this mean that, with this new 

frugality policy, you’ll manage to 

accomplish both at the same time?”   
 

At this point, Press Secretary Sarah 

Huckabee Sanders waved-off two 

burly security officers and, making 

the President’s day, body-slammed 

the reporter to the floor, whereupon 

she sat on him until he was well-

flattened and passed out for lack of 

oxygen.  He is now recovering in the 

Sean Spicer Wing of Sibley Memorial. 
 

As usual, Trump’s mood changed late 

in the day as he told some of his staff, 

“Pruitt’s doing fine work, but $43,000  

for a room that secures him from 

being spied on?  I don’t think so!  

 

 

Bad! Very bad!  I can’t have that!  No 

one’s going to be more paranoid than 

me!”   
 

Pruitt’s days at EPA may be number-

ed, but never fear:   Andrew Wheeler 

is in line to succeed him. An enthusi-

astic proponent and lobbyist for maj-

or polluters, he was the point man in 

Big Coal’s efforts to overturn 

Obama’s clean air and water rules; 

helped refrigerant companies resist 

stricter ozone rules; and represented 

companies that worked with Zinke to 

shrink Bears Ears for their benefit. 

Yes, friends, it’s true: “The country’s 

in the very best of hands.”  
 

Speaking of horsing around, Trump 

has yet to actually impose sanctions 

on Putin’s Russia.  Like the Cowardly 

Lion in The Wizard of Oz, Trump talks 

a good game but lacks courage.  Per-

haps he just doesn’t want to give up 

palling around on Putin’s Pony.  
 

In related developments, Ivanka 

Trump, the President’s entrepre- 

neurial daughter and CEO of her own 

fashion company, has just come out  

 

with an entirely new line of apparel.3 

Marketed to “horse-loving followers 

of my father who wish to honor his 

Scottish-born mother and my pater-

nal great-grand-mother, Elizabeth 

Christ.”  When reporters inquired 

about the latter, Ms. Trump replied: 

“After her husband’s death in 1902, 

Elizabeth reared my grand-father, 

Fred.  Her company, “Elizabeth 

Trump & Son,” is the predecessor of 

all the Trump businesses, including 

my own. 

 

“People compliment me by saying I 

resemble her.  She was beautiful, and 

dad thinks so, too!  You know how he 

once said if I weren’t his daughter, 

perhaps he’d be dating me?  He’s also 

made the same comment about 

great-grand-mother, Elizabeth.” 
 

Gasping in astonishment, reporters 

finally managed to ask, “How can he 

possibly say that?”  “I don’t know,” 

she ‘innocently’ replied, “but I guess 

with my dad and Christ, all things are 

possible.”  Perish the thought.  
______________ 
3 This photo is not a mashup, but an actual 

matching horse and rider tweed ensemble 

observed in Cheltenham, England.  
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NTSB inspector looking for weasel in jet engine. 


